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In June of 2007, Indiana will begin issuing newly
designed driver licenses and identification cards.
These identity documents will include many advanced
and innovative ID security features to fight counter-
feiting, photo swapping and tampering. These include
a 2D barcode, digitized portrait image and 
signature and various other security features.
Indiana’s new card design includes the state map in
the header and state seal overlapping the state map 
in the background.

The security of driver licenses and personal 
identification credentials plays an important role in 
addressing issues such as underage drinking and 
driving and the related impact on roadway safety, the
increasing problem of identity theft and fraud, and
even homeland security. 

By upgrading the security of Indiana’s driver license
and personal identification card, the state can help
protect citizen identity and personal safety. In 
addition, the new cards will provide retailers and 
law enforcement with new tools for verifying the
authenticity of driver licenses and IDs presented 
as proof of identity and fighting driver license counter-
feiting and fraud.

Constructed from a robust and highly durable and
secure composite material, Indiana’s new DL/ID is
valid for a six-year period from date of issuance 
starting in 2009. Validity periods for those issued in
2007 and 2008 will likely be five years and four years
respectively to be in compliance with federal Real 
ID requirements. 

Indiana’s new driver license issuance system
includes a number of innovations in driver license
security and system architecture to help the state 
provide enhanced customer service and security to 
its citizens. 

Improved Identity Protection

Minor Identification Card

Adult Identification Card

• State identification cards will include all the same 
security features as the driver licenses. 



• Commercial Driver License

• Driver Education Learner Permit

• Learner Permit

• Identification Card

Card Format Indicator
Color of map icon designates type of document.

Minor Driver License
New vertical orientation for quick verification of age.

Under 18/21
Designators

Features of New License

• Portrait and signature are both digital and stored 
in a permanent database for easy retrieval in order 
to verify identification.

• In addition to the primary portrait, a ghost portrait 
is now included as further verification of authenticity.

• The birth date appears in black at the bottom of the 
front of the card and is repeated on the back of 
the card.

• The back of the card describes the endorsements 
and restrictions as applicable.

• A 2-dimensional barcode on the back contains 
demographic data from the front of the card making 
the duplication of the document more difficult.
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Back of License

2D Barcode Redundant Data

NOTE: Common back applies to all Driver Licenses 
and Identification cards

Laminate • Operator Driver License

• Motorcycle Only Driver License

• Public Passenger Chauffeur License

• Chauffeur License

• Each card is laminated with a tamper resistant 
coating and contains an “optically variable” 
pattern with the text “Indiana” and the state bird, 
a cardinal.


